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2. Publishing policy 

Annual of Natural Sciences Department is published in the open access, which means that all 

published articles are free and freely available to users and the institutions to which they are 

associated. Users have the right to read, download, copy, distribute, print, search and refer to 

the full texts of the articles or use them for any other lawful purpose without seeking prior 

permission from the publisher or author, duly citing data identifying the article, the authors 

and the main edition. 

 

2.1. Content access and licensing rules  

All articles published on the Annual of Natural Sciences Department website are licensed 

under the Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial 4.0 International License (CC BY-

NC 4.0). This license allows others to combine and use parts of content in their own work, for 

non-commercial purposes, and although new copyrighted works must certify where the 

information came from and not be used for the benefit of the author, it is not necessary to be 

licensed under the same conditions. 

 
 

 The CC BY-NC 4.0 agreement allows users to: 

Share content - to copy and send the original material on different media and in different 

format;  

Adapt /change the content - to combine, change and create new content 

Under the following conditions: 

 Merit (of) - Any CC agreement requires users to refer to the original document they 

used, in the manner indicated, without in any way implying that the author supports them or 

their work. If users do not wish to mention or mark in any way the author's contribution and 

do not expect their elaboration to be approved, they must obtain written permission from the 

author. 

 Non-Commercial Use (nc) - The author permits the copying, downloading, 

distribution, visualization, use and modification of his own work for any non-commercial 

purposes, unless he gives such permission. 

 

If the new document will be used for commercial purposes, it is necessary to contact the 

authors by e-mail. 

 

If the law requires the material to be published in the public domain, the author (s) must 

notify the Annual of Natural Sciences Department when submitting the manuscript and it will 

be published in accordance with Creative Commons 1 Public Domain Dedication waiver CC0 

1.0 Universal. 

 

2.2. Copyright 

Copyright on materials published in Annual of Natural Sciences Department, belongs to the 

authors, such as newspaper reserves the right of first publication. Authors retain full 

publishing rights to publish and distribute their works, as well as to store them in institutional 

archives, academic networks and others. „Annual of Natural Sciences Department is not 



responsible for the subsequent use of the original work. The author is fully responsible to take 

action against possible violations, if he finds such, according to his wishes and rights. 

 

2.3. Exceptions 

Periodically Annual of Natural Sciences Department can publish materials with other editions 

under different license terms.  

 

2.4. Submission of manuscripts 

Manuscripts from all researchers are accepted for publication; it is not necessary for the 

authors to be associated or to have any connection with the New Bulgarian University in order 

to publish their own materials in the Annual of Natural Sciences Department. Submission of 

the manuscript means that it has not been published so far, is not considered for publication 

by another publication and will not be submitted elsewhere unless it is rejected or withdrawn. 

Each author of an original manuscript, when submitting a manuscript for publication 

in the Annual of Natural Sciences Department, has the obligation to prepare in electronic or 

paper form the following forms: 

- a cover letter to the editorial board (editor-in-chief or member of the editorial 

board) with a full description of the title and authors of the manuscript (s) and to 

certify their wish to be published in the Annual of Natural Sciences Department 

- full copy of the manuscript, containing a text version, originals of the graphic 

material and their name, tables, full bibliographic reference 

- suggest at least two applications of appropriate reviewers with a full description of 

their coordinates, organizations, e-mail addresses and possibly phone numbers     

 

Manuscripts for publication in the Annual of Natural Sciences Department are accepted: 

 by mail to the address: 

Department “Natural Sciences” 

New Bulgarian University 

Montevideo Str. 21 

1618 Sofia 

 by e-mail to the Annual of Natural Sciences Department  

 

2.5. Fees 

No fee is required for publishing author's material in the Annual of Natural Sciences 

Department. The Editorial Board reserves the right to accept for publication advertising 

materials, in appropriate thematic areas, from commercial entities while providing 

sponsorship for the publication of Annual of Natural Sciences Department and other eligible 

activities. 

 

2.6. Publishing ethics 

The Editorial Board adopts the principles of the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) and 

is guided by the COPE Principles of Openness and Best Practices in Scientific Publishing and 

the COPE Code for Editors of Scientific Journals. 

 

2.7. Review policy 

All manuscripts are reviewed, and research materials are subject to anonymous evaluation 

within four to six weeks. Reviewers can be members of the editorial board or external. 



Reviewers follow the COPE Review Policy and Ethical Guidelines for Reviewers 

(http://publicationethics.org/files/Ethical_guidelines_for_peer_reviewers_0.pdf) in evaluating 

materials for the Annual of Natural Sciences Department.   

All manuscripts are reviewed, and scientific research materials are subject to 

anonymous evaluation within four to six weeks. Reviewers may be members of the editorial 

board or invited external scholars in compliance with the policy to avoid and treat conflicts of 

interest. Each manuscript submitted for publication in the Annual of Natural Sciences 

Department is screened for plagiarism, duplication and re-use of texts before being submitted 

for initial editorial review and review. 

The Annual of Natural Sciences Department implements two review systems: 

- unilateral anonymous review, which guarantees the anonymity of reviewers and 

authors 

- system of overt evaluation that allows the reviewer to choose whether to remain 

anonymous or to disclose the name and review, along with the published work. The reviewer 

may allow his name to be announced or remain anonymous and his review publicly available. 

Reviewers follow the Review Policy of the Annual of Natural Sciences Department, 

the Ethical Guidelines for COPE Reviewers, and the Policy for Avoiding and Treating 

Conflicts of Interest when evaluating publications for the Annual of Natural Sciences 

Department. 

Submitting a manuscript means that: 

 the manuscript has not been published, is not being prepared for publication elsewhere 

and will not be sent to another publication unless it is refused or withdrawn;   

 the author (s) agree with the necessary checks for originality that the manuscript may 

undergo during the editorial review, peer review and production processes. 

In the first stage of the process of publishing manuscripts, an initial decision is made 

as to whether it is suitable for publication in the Annual of Natural Sciences Department. 

Manuscripts that are incompatible with the editorial goals of Annual of Natural Sciences 

Department, or do not comply with the requirements, will be rejected at this stage. 

A manuscript that has passed the first stage of an editorial review is sent in an 

appropriate form (depending on the author's preferred peer review model (hidden or overt) to 

at least one reviewer at the discretion of the editorial team. After evaluating the manuscript, 

the reviewer sends a completed Review Form, with recommendations, to the editorial board. 

Reviews based on the Review Policy of the Annual of Natural Sciences Department are 

prepared within 14-28 days. The evaluation period takes a maximum of four to six weeks. 

When the review of the manuscript is completed, the comments of the reviewers and 

editors are sent to the author, together with the editorial decision. Authors may need to make 

adjustments or substantially change the content and resubmit the manuscript, along with their 

comments, to reviewers for further evaluation. Accepted manuscripts are still subject to 

editorial review and evaluation. 

The Editor-in-Chief, together with the editorial team of the Annual of Natural 

Sciences Department, makes the final decision on whether to approve a manuscript for 

publication. Editorial decisions are not affected by the origin of the manuscript, including the 

authors' nationality, political beliefs, racial, ethnic or religious affiliation. Materials dedicated 

to special thematic or collection volumes submitted by editors or members of the editorial 

board are subject to the same conditions for initial selection, verification of originality and 

review, according to the Policy for Prevention and Treatment of Conflict of Interest 

(hyperlink to policy) of Annual of Natural Sciences Department. 

 

2.8. Conflict of interests   



Authors, reviewers and members of the editorial team comply with the rules and requirements 

of the Policy for Avoidance and Treatment of Conflicts of Interest regarding the procedures 

for reviewing the received manuscripts. The Conflict of Interest Avoidance and Treatment 

Policy applies to all publications in the Annual of Natural Sciences Department, including 

articles, reviews and comments. 

 

2.9. Plagiarism 

Each manuscript received in the Annual of Natural Sciences Department is checked for 

plagiarism, duplication of publication or re-use of texts before being sent to an editor and a 

reviewer (s) appointed. The Plagscan system is used for inspection. 

 

2.10. Malpractice of publications 

Annual of Natural Sciences Department follows the best practices and ethical norms in 

eliminating omissions and mistakes, as well as downloading published materials when 

necessary. Preventing malpractice of publications is one of the most important responsibilities 

of the editorial team. Any unethical action is unacceptable to us and plagiarism is not 

tolerated in any form. The author declares the originality of the publication by submitting his 

manuscript.  . 

 

 

Read our Ethics for publishing and acts of malpractice. 

 

V.11. Referencing / Indexing 

Central and Eastern European Online Library 

Google Scholar 

VI. Privacy policy and personal data protection 
The names and e-mail addresses on the site of this edition will be used exclusively for the 

intended purposes of the edition and will not be provided for other purposes or other persons. 

Also read our “Privacy and Privacy Policy” (https://gdpr.nbu.bg/). (Same text for all editions).   

 

VII. Contacts 

 

Department “Natural Sciences“ 

New Bulgarian University 

Montevideo Str. 21 

1618, Sofia 

E-mail: annual_dpn@nbu.bg 

 

 


